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in warfare with the Moslems. Having repelled an attack
from the new Emperor of Morocco, Yakub, he himself took
the offensive, and began an attack by land and sea in 1189.
This was the first naval enterprise to be undertaken by the
Portuguese, and they were again fortunate in obtaining the
co-operation of a crusading fleet—mainly Scandinavian, on
its way to join in the Third Crusade—which enabled him to
invade the Algarve for the first time and to capture the
important town of Silves. The crusaders proceeded on their
way to Palestine, and Sancho left to himself had to face a
strong counter-attack from Morocco in 1190. Yakub crossed
the Tagus and advanced almost to Coimbra; once more the
timely arrival of a crusading fleet came to reinforce Sancho
and caused Yakub to retire. So the line of the Tagus was
held, but the conquests in the Algarve had to be abandoned,
and it was not until half a century later that they were
recovered.
The co-operation of crusaders in the conflict of Portugal The
with the Moslems gave to that conflict itself the character of
a crusade. And it seems to be true of Spain as a whole that, Of the
during the second half of the twelfth century, the Reconquest Reconquest
had become much- more than it was before, of the nature of
a Holy War. Apart from the particular instance of Portugal,
it was natural that in the great age of the Crusades any con-
flict between Christian and Moslem, especially for the recovery
of territory once Christian, should be regarded as a Holy
War. This was intensified by the fervour and religious zeal
of the enemy, the Almohades, so unlike the easy-going rulers
of the taifas. Moreover, the presence of the Military Orders
(of the Hospital and the Temple) in Spain emphasised the
religious character of the Reconquest, since their task was
essentially to defend Christian territory from the infidel.
Their importance can be seen already in 1134 from the pro-
posal of Alfonso I of Aragon to divide his kingdom between
them. But still more emphasis was given to the conception
of Spain as a land where a continual crusade was in progress
by the creation of new Military Orders within the peninsula
itself. By an analogous development to that of the Knights
Hospitallers, Cistercian monks who had undertaken the
defence of Calatrava were in 1164 formed into a community
of Knights of Calatrava. A similar foundation, also from

